
 

 

 

 Friends of Truro Cathedral 

Autumn Newsletter 2011 
 

Letter from the Chairman 

It was a lovely privilege for me to be elected your Chairman for the next three years at 

the AGM last May.  The more I learn about the various activities of the Friends, the 

clearer it becomes how important to the life and mission of our Cathedral the Friends 

are.  Many of us do not live in Truro. More still are not able to attend the Cathedral for 

worship.  All of us want to support the work of the Cathedral in the service of all who 

either live in Cornwall or come to us as visitors.  As a lay member of Chapter I know just 

how much Chapter values the financial contribution the Friends make and all the other 

work done by Friends as volunteers.  As Friends, we all have the opportunity to support 

the Cathedral but just as important, we can have a great deal of enjoyment in taking 

part when we can in the various social and other events arranged for us. 

I greatly look forward to meeting as many of you as possible over the coming months. 

Bob Foulkes, Chairman 

 

 

Friends Autumn Meeting   

 

Saturday 15
th

 October 2011 at 2.30pm in the Chapter House 

 
2.30 pm Welcome and opening prayer followed by a report from the 

Chairman, Canon Bob Foulkes 

3.00 pm Presentation by Mr. David Scott on Truro and Brisbane 

Cathedrals, both designed by John Loughborough Pearson 

 4.00 pm Thanks and closing prayer 

 4.15 pm Tea and biscuits 

 



 

 

Canon Perran 

 
Dear Fellow Friends, 
 
One of the perils of being in one place for a long time is that you find yourself elected and 
appointed to more and more committees, whether at local or national level. Two of the small 
handful of national committees on which I have been serving in recent months are the AEC and 
the CFCE. The former – the Association of English Cathedrals – is the body set up to co-ordinate 
the work of the Cathedrals of England so that we can speak with one voice to the wider church 
and the world; the latter – the Cathedrals Fabric Commission for England – is the Cathedrals’ 
statutory planning body that has to be consulted whenever a Chapter wants to undertake some 
work that would alter the fabric of a cathedral or its appearance. From both bodies I have 
learnt much about the exciting world that is a modern Cathedral, leading the way in the 
Church’s worship and mission, and planning for the future with great imagination and energy. 
There has perhaps never been a more exciting time to be caught up in the work of cathedrals! 
 
One of the other things that I have learnt from my colleagues is the great and continuing debt 
that cathedrals owe to their Friends’ organizations, both in bringing together a body of people 
to support the Chapter in pioneering new work, and in giving generously of time, money and 
talent to care for the historic fabric and develop it for the Church’s mission. Our Friends in 
Truro are no exception to this, and I am delighted that my turn has now come to serve as a 
Chapter member on its Council. I want to pay tribute to all its officers and members for their 
leadership over the past months and years, and I know that we all look to the future with great 
excitement. 
 
Now that the first phase of ‘Inspire Cornwall’ is over and the scaffolding round the steeple is 
fast becoming a distant memory, we are moving on to Phase 2 of the project – to restore and 
refurbish the Old Cathedral School building in the close to create a space for exhibitions, both 
permanent and temporary, and a beautiful recital room for concerts and other arts events that 
will double as a rehearsal space for the four choirs based at the Cathedral. It is possible that we 
will also take the opportunity to move the Cathedral offices over to this building as well, so that 
we are all on the same site rather than across the street. All of our future plans have received 
outline approval both from CFCE and Cornwall Council, so we are now attempting to raise the 
necessary money to make it possible. 
 
 We are extremely grateful to the Friends for their generosity in making the first phase of work 
possible, and commend to you all the next stage of our exciting programme as we seek to 
realize our hopes of a cathedral for the twenty-first century. We know that we can count on 
your support, for after all, ‘that’s what Friends are for!’ 
 

Perran Gay, Canon Precentor 

Member of Friends Council 

 

 



 

 

Fund Raising Report 

The Friends Fund Raising Committee are Joy Reynolds, Lois Bush, Peter Hewson, Mard 
Sellwood, Robin Sellwood, Mark Evans, Roberta Evans and the current  Treasurer to the 
Friends (Mary Prior ) and between them they come up with some really good ideas.   
For the winter season we have been showing films monthly in the Pearson Room with the 
added incentive that if you join the Friends at a Film Night you see that film free.  The cost per 
evening is only £5 which includes nibbles and the first glass of wine.  We started the season 
with Jacques Tati’s ‘Mon Oncle’ and other showings were ‘The Young Victoria’, ‘Night of the 
Hunter’, ‘Ryan’s Daughter’ , ‘Ladies in Lavender’ and ‘The Third Man’.  The season finished on 
Thursday 24th March but we start again on Thursday 22nd September 2011 so please watch 
notice boards or call the Friends Office 01872 274986 for further information.   
 
On Tuesday 30th November we had an outing to Cotehele to see the Christmas Garland.  It was 
a bitterly cold day and Truro was covered with snow but 35 gallant Friends slipped and 
slithered their way to the coach which was wonderfully warm and welcoming.  There was no 
snow east of Truro so the journey was easy, the garland most beautiful and the mulled wine at 
lunchtime very welcome.  Returning soon after 3pm we were able to be safely home before it 
was too dark. 
 
On Saturday 8th January we had our Epiphany Party which was once again hosted by our very 
own Master of Ceremonies, Mr Nick Hawker, who did a splendid job guiding us through the 
evening.  Canon Roger Bush produced another of his quizzes which was on the table for 
everyone to attempt on arrival.  The food prepared by the Fund Raising Committee offered 
Coronation Chicken, salmon and a delicious salad with jacket potatoes followed by meringues 
with winter fruit salad, and was delicious.  Mr Keith Sparrow accompanied by Mrs Naomi Carne 
entertained us with songs including one he had written himself.  Then it was time for the ‘Make 
it Game” when each table was given an envelope containing paper, sticky tape and scissors and 
asked to produce a paper plane, a name for their airline and a catchy jingle.  As always the 
inventiveness of people was exceptional with lots of fun and laughter before carriages at 9.30.   
 
Looking to the future we have a Car Treasure Hunt, a Garden and Cream Tea event, the annual 
Boat Trip and a Wine Tasting evening.  The monthly coffee mornings continue to be popular 
bringing in new Friends and we are very grateful to Joy Reynolds and Mary Prior for all their 
hard work organising these.  The Committee has great fun planning and arranging but we are 
very grateful to all the Friends who support these events.  Remember non Friends are always 
welcome and we hope that if they enjoy themselves they might decide to join us! 
 
Roberta Evans, 
Chair, Fund Raising Committee 
 
 
[The above report did not appear in the Annual Report for which it was written; sincere 
apologies to all for this omission.] 
 
 



 

 

Fund Raising Events 

 

Garden Safari ð Saturday 11
th

 June  

 
During the days leading up to this event there was some pretty intensive gardening taking place 
by those who had volunteered to take part but it really did pay off.  Saturday dawned bright 
and sunny, just as the forecast said it would, and final preparations were put in place.  Helium 
balloons were secured to every garden involved but there were several loud bangs as some of 
these popped – we might settle for a jolly flag or two next time – and polite notices advising 
people to “ Please mind the steps” were placed at strategic points.  Then the cake and plant 
stalls were prepared, gates were thrown open and the Safari was launched.  From that moment 
the afternoon glided gently on with visitors able to wander between gardens, buy a plant or a 
cake and then enjoy a delicious cream tea served so nicely by our cheerful volunteers.  As one 
of our visitors put it “I cannot think of a nicer way to spend a sunny Saturday afternoon” and 
we raised £250 for the Cathedral. 
 

 

The Annual Boat Trip ð Tuesday 5
th

 July 

 
I think we will all agree that the weather has not been particularly like the summers of old but 
nevertheless 87 stalwart souls cheerfully boarded the Enterprise Boat for the Friends’ annual 
trip down the Fal.  It was dry and reasonably bright but by no means balmy but that did not 
dampen the spirits one jot.  We were delighted to see Mr and Mrs Attree and their dog Millie 
once again who, as visitors from Kent, were definitely our most distant guests.  The Music 
Department were well represented by Chris Gray, Luke Bond, the scholars and the organ 
Scholar-in-Waiting settled fairly close to the bar.  We held the Pirates  Bounty Raffle which 
made the staggering amount of £100 – a big thank you to everyone for their support.  When 
the pasties came on at Falmouth they were piping hot and very tasty.  These were consumed 
whilst we chugged across to St Mawes where we were able to disembark for forty-five minutes.  
This time was well spent either at The Victoria Inn or enjoying an ice cream, or strolling along 
the sea front with a container of chips: what more did we need?  Then all aboard for the 
journey home and that wonderful view of our Cathedral as we approached Truro – where else 
could one find such a perfect picture?  We have already been asked to do the boat trip again 
next year so if you missed this one, be sure to sign up next time.  Last, but not least, a very big 
thank you to Peter Hewson for arranging the trip and the pasties; maybe next year he might do 
a tiny bit better with the weather! 
 
Trip to the Isles of Scilly 

 
On Friday 15th July, yes, St Swithin’s Day, 17 Friends made an early start to catch the Scillonian 
to the Isles of Scilly to visit Peter and Lynne Walker, Canon Peter now being Chaplain to the 
Isles of Scilly as well as Chapter Canon in the Cathedral.  We knew we were tempting fate when 
we chose the date and true to form it rained a little but the sea was calm and the voyage was 
delightful both ways.  It was so special to be met by Peter on the quay at St Mary’s and taken 
by the scenic route to the Chaplaincy where we ate our picnic lunches washed down with tea 
or coffee produced by Joyce, the Churchwardens wife.  After lunch Peter led a walk round part 
of the island for those who had not been before, others rested or did some retail therapy.  Tea 
and cakes at the Chaplaincy were followed by a stroll down to the Quay to catch the Scillonian 
home.  Peter and Lynne waved us off and we sailed gently back to Penzance – a really special 
trip. 



 

 

 
Coming up are even more tempting offers from the Fund Raising Committee:  Thursday 22nd 
September is the start of our 2011/2012 Film Season and other meetings are planned for the 
winter months.  Have a look at the separate listing of events on the back page. 
We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Roberta Evans 
Chair, Fund Raising Committee 
 
 

 
The Cathedral Shop 

 
The main shop and the Christmas Shop are both open from 10am-

4.30 in the winter months, longer in the summer.  Do call in and take 
advantage of early shopping for Christmas from the wide range of 

charming nativity sets, tree decorations, cards and wrapping paper. 
 

The main shop also sells Cathedral Diaries and the wonderful 
Cathedral Calendar 2012 – a particularly special present to send to 

friends and family away from home – as well as a wide range of gifts, 
cards and CDs.  Look especially at the Benjamin Britten CD with our 
own choir and organist singing and playing choral and organ music – 

a gift to bring lasting pleasure. 
 

 
 
 

Music at the Cathedral 

 
As I write, we are on the cusp of a new academic year and will soon welcome the following new 
Choral Scholars to our back rows: Paul-Ethan Bright and Oli Doney (alto), Philip Barrett and 
Ranald McCusker (tenor) and Nick Beever (bass). The Organ Scholar is Edward Symington and 
we have two new Probationer Choristers, Fraser Rogers and Louis Cane. Do please introduce 
yourself to the new choir members and their families as they settle in.  
 
The academic year ahead looks to be an exceptionally busy one. We have new pieces of music 
being written specially for us by James MacMillan, Graham Fitkin, Julian Philips and Philip 
Stopford. We have a live Radio 3 broadcast in May to feature music by living composers and 
then we will record a CD of music by Philip Stopford. In November, we will join forces with the 
Eden Project and Cornwall Community Foundation to present a fundraising concert for victims 
of the mid-Cornwall flooding last year. This concert will be on Friday 11th November at 7.00 pm 
and will feature an extraordinary piece called Cloudburst by American composer Eric Whitacre. 
During the piece, the choir has to enact a thunderstorm and is joined by hand bells and lots of 
percussion. I hope to have images to match on the big screen behind us as we perform.  



 

 

 
 Truro Cathedral Choir rehearses at Béziers Cathedral 
 

If you would like free tickets for Nine Lessons and Carols on 23rd or 24th December, please 
reserve some immediately as they seem to disappear earlier and earlier each year. We are 
fortunate that our Cathedral Choir Christmas Concert has sold out for the past two years so, 
again, please buy tickets from the Hall for Cornwall as soon as you can if you wish to attend. 
This year’s concert is on Saturday 17th December at 7.30 pm and, for the first time, we will have 
reserved seats priced from £8 to £18.   In our efforts to get out into the Diocese, we will give a 
concert at St Minver Church (near Wadebridge) on Friday 7th October at 7.30 pm. Our Diocesan 
Choral Festival is on Saturday 15th October and we will be joined, as usual, by choirs from 
churches across Cornwall.  
 
Since I last wrote to you, we have recorded a CD called A Year at Truro which will be released in 
the spring (not, I’m afraid, in time for Christmas). Having undertaken a terrific series of 
fundraising events, mostly led by our dedicated and wonderful Chorister Parents, we went on 
tour to the South of France at the end of August.  
 

 
On the beach 

 



 

 

 The Choir tour was greatly enjoyed by our eighteen Choristers and twelve gentlemen as well as 
lots of helpers and supporters. Our concert venues, which included the cathedrals at Béziers 
and Montpellier, were stunning. The Choristers were able to enjoy playing their DS games 
consoles in between visiting beautiful French towns, the beach at Sète and, perhaps the 
highlight, a water park. I am immensely grateful to all those who organized and those who 
supported the fundraising events which enabled the tour to happen.  
 
With the wind in our sails following the tour, we are ready to hit the ground running when we 
return to our normal routine of services on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 
5.30 pm and on Sundays at 10.00 am and 4.00 pm. If you do not normally join us for the 
weekday services, do please consider coming and dipping into the daily round of worship that 
is so central to Truro Cathedral.  
 
Christopher Gray  
Director of Music 
 
 

 

Truro Cathedral 

Restaurant and Coffee Shop 

 

Fresh, simple Cornish food using local seasonal 

ingredients 

OPEN 

Monday ð Friday 8.30am ð 4pm 

Saturday 9.30am ð 4pm 

 

Serving breakfasts until 10.30am 

 

Morning coffee, lunches, afternoon tea 

10% discount available for Friends 

 

The Restaurant is available for functions and parties. 

Contact Restaurant Manager Jane Hook, on 01872 245011 

 

 
 

Membership Secretaryõs Report  

 
At this time last year we had gained 38 new members and ‘lost’ 29. This year we have gained 
just 29 but ‘lost’ only 4. A business man might note that turnover is well down but the profit 
margin is substantially up, Public Relations could feel that we are not so attractive as we were 
to those who don’t belong but that we are better loved by those who are and a ‘medic’ may 
wonder whether if you join the Friends you will live happier and longer lives! This only goes to 
show that figures can be viewed in many different ways and used to come to all sorts of 
conclusions. 
 
Whatever your reason for joining, we are delighted that you did and very grateful for your 
support and hope that you will remain with us for many years to come. The Friends have been 



 

 

able to provide fun, fellowship and finance in substantial quantities in support both of the life 
and the structure of the Cathedral and plan to continue to do so. 
We hear too much these days of reductions and cut backs so let’s go mad and cut loose and try 
to overload the computer’s memory with vast numbers of new members. Remember, 
Christmas is just around the corner and membership of the Friends of Truro Cathedral is a one 
size fits all, durable, cheap, fashionable, non-fattening, fully sustainable present which does not 
require windmills, solar panels, landfill or wave power and has no deleterious effect on the 
environment at all. You must know somebody who would leap at the chance of all these 
benefits! 
 
Mark Evans. 
Hon. Membership Secretary 
 
 

The Sewing Guild ð Annual Report 2011 

 
The Pelican (purple) set of vestments is nearing completion.  The dalmatic and two chasubles 
have been finished and were dedicated on the Sunday before Advent last year.  We are about 
to make the matching cope, which will, hopefully, be completed by this coming Advent, thus 
finishing the set. 
If you see miniature priests, nuns, 
monks, servers and choristers, led 
by a short bishop, processing 
round the Cathedral, don’t worry, 
our clergy have not shrunk in the 
wash; it is part of the cathedral’s 
outreach to the schools of the 
diocese.  The visiting children 
seem to relish the dressing-up and 
we hope they learn more of the 
Cathedral’s work from this 
experience.  I have lost count of 
the number of small replica 
vestments we have made to date, 
but I believe they now number more than thirty.  It is surprising what has been achieved from 
the cast-off curtains and evening dresses, etc., which have been so generously donated by 
members of our congregation.  The production of these outfits is now complete. 
 
The long-term project for the restoration of the peacock blue/red Civic copes continues, with 

two completed and two still to repair.  A stalwart 
member of our group, Daphne Goodway, has done a 
huge amount of this work.  Each cope takes at least six 
months to restore. 
 
Another project we are now undertaking involves the 
repair and restoration of the beautiful original red altar 
frontal used in St. Mary’s Aisle on occasional saints’ days.  
The work has involved re-fixing much of the embroidery, 
prior to netting, which covers the whole of the frontal to 
protect and support the embroidery. A new silk fringe 



 

 

has been attached, followed by the final stage of re-lining the back.  
 
There are of course always the routine repairs to vestments, cassocks, albs, kneelers, 
embroideries and fair-linen, etc.  This is our bread-and-butter work but, nevertheless, very 
important to ensure everything is kept in pristine condition. 
 
I am so grateful to the members of the Sewing Guild; Annie, Mary, Sheila & Daphne for 
devoting their Tuesday mornings to this valuable work, also to Haley for the excellent sewing 
she does for us at home; when she can tear herself away from the lovely garden she is creating 
at the Chantry! 
 
Anne Pengelly   
 
The Friends website (www.friendsoftrurocathedral.org.uk) has these lovely pictures in colour 
 

National Survey of Cathedral Friends: progress report 

 
With the kind agreement of the Council, The Truro Cathedral Friends were one of six 
associations to participate in a survey of Cathedral Friends in the spring.  A total of over 5,000 
Friends across England were invited to fill in a questionnaire.   
 
At York St John University, where the research project is taking place, we have been very busy 
opening envelopes over recent weeks.  The project team is delighted by the response rate: an 
average of 32% across the six cathedrals (33% for Truro). 
Thank you so much for taking the time to participate, and to share your thoughts about being a 
Cathedral Friend.  The many good wishes for the research have been greatly appreciated. 
 
We have now transferred the information from the questionnaires into a computer database 
and the analysis has begun. 
 
Along with the other participating associations, The Truro Cathedral Friends’ Council will 
receive a copy of an initial report of the findings in the autumn.  The results should assist your 
Council to understand and respond to members, as well as providing a picture of the ways in 
which Truro Friends may differ from national averages.  A further, more detailed report will 
follow in 2012, as the project nears its end. 
 
The plan is to make a presentation about the final outcome of the research project to the 
National Conference of the Friends of Cathedrals, Abbeys and Greater Churches, hosted by the 
Worcester Cathedral association in October 2012.   
 
Judith Muskett, York St John University.

http://www.friendsoftrurocathedral.org.uk/


 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Thursday Film Nights 

 
27th October: Iris – Iris Murdoch copes with Alzheimer’ Disease 
24th November: Calendar Girls – The WI as never seen before 
26th January:    The Illusionist – Magician in turn-of-century Vienna 
23rd February:   The Silence of the Lambs – Hannibal gets hungry 
22nd March:  Shirley Valentine – Scouser Shirley asserts herself 

 
All Film Nights are from 6.30pm in the Pearson Room where we have wine and 
nibbles to start the evening off.  We charge £5 for refreshments. 
 
Future events (2012)  

 
Saturday 4th February.   Supper in the Refectory with pantomime entertainment . 
Details of this are still sketchy so please see Friends Board and website for further 
information. 
 
Friday 9th March.  Canon Mason Evening with Michael Swift - details to follow. 
 
Saturday 19th May.  Friends Celebration Day.  Morning Eucharist, Lunch in the 
Chapter House and then the Annual General Meeting followed by a talk.  Old and 
new Friends are warmly invited to join us for a special day together. 
 
Remember our Coffee Mornings on the second Wednesday of each month – in 
the Pearson Room. 
 
Booking tickets for events 
¶ Call in person at the Friends’ Office, 21 Old Bridge Street, Truro TR1 1AH (open each 

Wednesday 10 – 12noon) or send in an application form by post. 

¶ Telephone the Friends’ Office on 01872 274986.  There is a 24 hour answer machine. 

¶ Send us an email – office@friendsoftrurocathedral.org.uk 

¶ Hand a completed a Ticket Request Form (available on the Friends’ Board in the North 
Transept or the Narthex at the West End of the Cathedral) to one of the Fund Raising 
Committee. Only cheques or cash accepted for payment - we are not able to process 
cards.  All cheques should be made payable to “The Friends of Truro Cathedral”. 

 
Do come along and join us.  We would be so pleased to meet you and make new Friends. 

 

Patron: The Right Revd. Tim Thornton          

President: The Very Revd. Dr. Christopher Hardwick 

Registered Charity No: 1075211- www.friendsof trurocathedral.org.uk 

mailto:office@friendsoftrurocathedral.org.uk

